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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM SSE PLC 

About SSE 

SSE plc is one of the UK’s leading energy companies, involved in the generation, 

distribution and supply of electricity and in the extraction, storage, distribution and supply of 

gas. Across the UK and Ireland, SSE has over 11GW of capacity for generating electricity 

including 3.8GW of renewables. Our most material environmental impact is the carbon 

dioxide emitted when generating electricity. Since 2008, SSE’s strategy has been to 

reshape our generation portfolio away from coal and towards renewables and efficient gas 

generation. SSE set a new target this year to halve the carbon intensity of the electricity it 

generates by 2030, based on 2017/18 levels. This builds on the ambitious target to halve 

the carbon intensity of our electricity generation between 2006 and 2020, which was 

successfully achieved by March 2017. 

Position 

SSE broadly supports the ambitions of the Climate Change (Scotland) Bill. SSE has been 

at the forefront of the argument for strong targets and policy mechanisms to bring about the 

transition to a low carbon economy. SSE believes that the advice of the Committee on 

Climate Change is important in determining robust, achievable Scottish carbon reduction 

targets. SSE acknowledges the ongoing debate about whether to extend the targets to 

achieve ‘net zero’ emissions. At present, SSE is focused on the part it can play now in 

bringing about further, significant reductions in carbon emissions to meet its 2030 

commitments. This will create a strong platform for supporting the achievement of 

Scotland’s 90% reduction target by 2050. SSE also supports the commitment to regularly 

review the possibility of creating a ‘net zero’ carbon reduction target in the future. We 

believe it is important to establish a roadmap to achieve these targets which will assist in 

identifying any policy and technology gaps.  

SSE recognises the very significant technical challenges other sectors of the economy face 

in achieving the rate of carbon decarbonisation already achieved in the power sector. We 

also recognise the important role of low carbon electricity in supporting those sectors to 

decarbonise. Further progress will need to be made by the electricity sector as a whole 

through the 2030s and beyond. SSE’s significant pipeline of renewable energy projects 

including onshore and offshore wind should support that effort and we will continue to work 

constructively with governments and NGOs in supporting the achievement of climate 

change targets. 

Scottish Government Policy              

SSE is concerned that policy levers such as the Planning Bill currently laid before 

parliament do not appear to be drafted to positively assist Scotland in progressing its 
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renewable agenda. This is particularly pertinent given the ambitious carbon reduction 

targets in the Climate Change Bill. The Onshore Wind Policy Statement produced by the 

Scottish Government confirms that onshore wind will be crucial to achieving these targets 

and also recognises that developers require assistance in developing viable projects in the 

current subsidy-free environment; streamlining the planning process for new onshore wind 

is key to enabling this. The Planning Bill, and subsequent reviews of the NPF and Scottish 

Planning Policy (SPP), provide a positive opportunity to take a cross-government approach 

towards achieving the Scottish Government's low carbon policy ambitions and targets. 

Commitment and Disclosure 

The decision taken this year to review SSE’s carbon intensity reflects the company’s 

commitment to play our part in meeting the targets set out in the Climate Change (Scotland) 

Bill. SSE’s new 2030 carbon intensity ambition means that electricity generation carbon 

emissions are now forecast to be around 150 gCO2e/kWh by 2030, which also represents a 

75% cut based on our original 2006 baseline. This target is consistent with the Paris 

Agreement. While the carbon emitted from SSE’s electricity generation activities is its most 

material impact, there are other activities across the company’s value chain (e.g. electricity 

transmission, distribution and supply chain) that contribute to SSE’s total carbon emissions. 

SSE’s 2030 carbon intensity target is supported by additional targets to address further 

carbon emissions across the SSE group. 

As a company committed to ongoing disclosure of climate related data, SSE will continue to 

report its carbon emissions (including g/kWh) and its performance in managing climate 

change risks and opportunities. SSE will maintain transparency on its progress towards its 

2030 carbon intensity ambitions and continually assess the impact of developments in the 

electricity system, changes in electricity generation technology, public policy and SSE’s 

strategy. 

  

 

 


